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LEADER'S POLICY DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 

 
Wednesday, 23rd March, 2016 

 
Present:  Councillors Miles Parkinson (in the Chair), Councillors Paul Cox, 

Paul Thompson, Clare Cleary, Tony Dobson and Terry Hurn 
 

In attendance: Jane Ellis (Executive Director, Legal and Democratic Services); Helen 
Gee (Democratic Services Manager); Mark Hoyle (Head of Regeneration 
and Housing)  

  

 
1 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
None. 
 

2 Minutes of the last meeting 
 
Agreed - That the minutes of the last meeting, held on 3rd 

February 2016, be approved as a correct record. 
 

3 Changes to Symphony Housing Group 
 
The Head of Housing and Regeneration attended the meeting, as Members wished to raise 
the issue of a proposed restructure of the Symphony Housing Group, which managed 
Hyndburn Homes. Members had concerns at the possible threat to the local office and local 
area management. The Head of Regeneration and Housing indicated that plans had not yet 
been finalised. Councillor Paul Cox, as a member of the Hyndburn Homes Board had also 
been assured that partners, including the local authority, would be consulted on the 
proposals. 
 

4 Review of the Petitions Scheme 
 
Members were asked to review the Council’s Petitions Scheme, which set out guidance to 
residents, how to submit a valid petition, what format it should take and how the Council 
would respond. The Petitions Scheme had first been introduced in May 2010, as a legal 
requirement under the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 
2009, including a facility for residents to submit petitions electronically (“e-petitions”). The 
requirement had subsequently been repealed in the Localism Act 2011, making it 
discretionary. The Council had, at that time, decided to retain the facility. 
 
After consideration, Members felt that the scheme should be retained although there would 
be administrative changes to update the facility to submit e-petitions. 
 
Agreed - That the Petitions Scheme be retained with minor 

administrative changes.  
 

5 Timetable of Meetings 2016/17 
 
The Democratic Services Manager submitted the draft timetable of meetings for 2016/17 
and invited Members to highlight any changes needed.  
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6 Distribution of Agendas - Group Rooms 
 
The Democratic Services Manager asked Members if they still wanted copies of each 
agenda left in the three Group Rooms. Members asked for this practice to continue. 
 
Agreed - That a paper copy of each agenda would continue to be 

left in the three Group Rooms. 
 

7 Other Business - Nomination of Deputy Mayor 
 
The Leader of the Conservative Group announced that Councillor Peter Britcliffe would be 
the group’s nominee for Deputy Mayor, 2016/17. 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


